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Cueldayp, February 21. 17 Io. 


Am now to examine a new High- 
Church Fangle— A pretty, motly, 
modern Diftintion, which is put 
upon the World in Dr. Sacheverell’s 

late Anfwer to the Impeachment of the 
Houfe of Commons, (Viz.) That the late 


AG to exempt Diffenters from the Penalty 


of certain Laws, % not a Toleration. 
The Ule the Doéor has made of this, 
‘iy all know, isto excufe himfelf in all 
his Excurfions againft the Toleration, 
which, he {ays, is not medling with any 
of the Laws, for the Law gives anExemp- 
ian it is true, bur not a Toleration— 
‘And therefore he fays, he expreffed him- 


felfto have approv'd the Act of Exemp- 
tion, bur he rages againft a Toleration, 
as what merits all the hard Things he 
has faid of it. 

Indeed I cannot call this a Jefuitical 
Evafion, for it exceeds all that I have 
met with of that Kind, and the more, 
in that he could have the Impudence to 
offer this Game at Doubles to the Parlia- 
ment of Britain: However, becaufe this 


‘Delufion begins to fpread, and the Bre- 
.thren of the Party begin to explain them- 


felves upon this Nicety, I cannot but ftrip 
naked this Image, and give you a fhore 
View of the two Sides of the Argument, 

whereby 
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Whereby the Identity of the Meaning 
Will effectually appear, 

The Title of the Act, ‘tis acknow- 
ede'd, is thus, An A& exempting their 
Majefties Proteftant SubjeAs diffenting 
from the Church of England from the Pe- 
Nalty of certain Laws, And it is true, 
there is no Act of Parliament in Force at 
this Time in Britain, litterally Entitled, 
An A& for tolerating the Diffenters—— 
But let us examine Particulars a little. 

Dr. Sacheverell in his Sermon calls it 
the INDULGENCE granted them by 
Act of Parliament, and perhaps it might 
be difficult for the Do@or to fhew the 
Specific Difference between Indulging 
and Tolerating—And with Submiifion 
to the Dofor, I think, his Word IN- 
DULGENCE is more extenfive in Fa- 

~vour of the Argument, than the Word 
Toleration ; for to indulge, fignifies 
more tenderly and with more Kindnefs 
ro allow a Thing, than meerly to tole- 
rate ;n-y, toindulge in a Thing, may 
be extended to a giving Leave and ale 
lowing it, whereas ro tolerate, is only 
ro bear with fomething irkfome and di+ 
fiurbing——— Thus the Door grants, 
what he denies is the very Act of De- 
nial; but that by the by 

But fhall we come ro the Act ir felf— 
And fearching the Body of it, without 
much Enquiry, we fhall find Evidence 
againft the Doétor, fufficient to overthrow 
his Diftinétion—and I'll very frankly 
fubmit to the moft critical Conftruction 

_ of the Word Toleration: The Act ob- 
liges the Diffenters, when they defign 
to open a Meeiing-Houfe, to certifie the 
fame to fome of her Majefty’s Juftices 
of the Peace, in which Cafe the faid 
Juftice or Juftices may tender the Oaths 
tothe Preacher, to the Perfon who owns 
the Houfe, and, a fome fay, to every 
Hearer. 

And here, for the Inftruction of fome 

who miftake this Obligation of 
certifying, Ge, to the Juftices, as if 


it lay in the Breaft of the Juftice to 
hinder or prevent the Opening fuch 
Meeting-houfes, I prefume to obferves 
There is no fuch Thing in the Act, 
as the Juftices licenfing a Meeting- 
houie - I have nothing ro do but 
tell his Worfhip, that I intend to 
hold a Meeting in fuch a Houfe for 
Religious Worfhip, &c. and that I 
am ready to take the Oaths as the 
Law directs, if his Worfhip de- 
mands it—and without fo much as 
askirig his Confent, or indeed ftay- 
ing for any An.wer ; I will goaway 
and hold my Meeting—ler him di- 
fturb it at his Peril— This I know, 
fome Diffenters have been miftaken 
in, and have amus’d themfelyes 
with Notions, that they muft have 
the Juftices Licenfe to open a 
Meeting-houfe ; but of this by it 
Self. 


Bur to return to the Act of Tulcration, 
as we call ir, or Indulgence as the 
Dofior calls it—— The Act, as i have 
faid, obliging the Perfon defigning to 
open a Meeting-houle to certifie, @c. 
to the Jultice of the Peace, has after- 
wards thefe Words in it, Provided al- 
ways, and be it farther Ena€ted by the 
Authority aforefaid—That no Congrega- 
tion or Affembly for Religious Worfhip 
Shall be PERMITTED or ALLOWED, 
(mark the Words) unei/ the Place of fuch 
pete fhall be certify'd as aforefaid. 

c. 

Now here is Indulge, a Word given 
it by the Doéor himfelf ; here is permit 
and allow given it by the Act, and here 
is Toleration given it by the Impeach- 
ment ; if to indulge, permit, and allow, 
are not, all put together, Synonymous to 
tolerate, I would humbly defire the 
Doétor to give us the Difference—and if 
they are equivalent, then I think, the 
Dittinction falls to the Ground ; I know, 
Mr, Norr#s dwells long on thisDiftinétion, 

with 
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with Refpect to the Difference of being 
exempted froin the Penalty, and acquit- 
ted of the Obligation, and he has with 
a mighty forward Warmth in his own 
Praifes cold us, the Argument fhall not 
lofe by his Management ; Sce his Charge 
of Schifm continu’d, Pag. 23, 24.—— 
But he is fo wel! handled in that Arro- 
gance, and his Argument fo well an- 
{werd by the Reverend and Learned 
Mr. Tongue, that am perfwaded, Mr. 
Norrs has too much Modefty nor to 
blufh at himfelf, when’he reads it. Vide 
Mr. Tongue’s Defence of Mr. Henry’s 
Enquiry into the Nature of Schifm, p. 60, 
61. And after fo good an Anfwer to it, 
I fhall not have fo little Modefty as to 
fay any thing, bur refer the Reader to 
e Book. 

Se aight bring her Majefty for the 
next Authority, and quote the feveral 
Speeches from the Throne, wherein the 
QUEEN, toeafe the Minds of her 
People, has frequently affur'd them of 
maintaining IN VIOLABLY the 
Toleration, The Dofor, I prefume, 
will not queftion, whether her Majefty 
meant there the Act of Exemption, &e. 
or no— Since it is evident, there is no 
other Law which can be imagin’d to 
contain any thing like a Toleration, 


Again, in the Prince of Orange’s De- - 


claration, it is calld.a Liberty ; what 
the Difference can be between giving a 
Liberty and Tolerating, remains for the 
Door to make out. 


In fhort, this feemsto meré be a Dir 
{tinction withno Mannet of Weight in 
it, and brought purely to cavit ac the 
Word—It is evident, the whole Nation 
call that Act, ‘the 4& of Toleration, it has 
been call’d fo a thoufand Times in the 
very Parliament it felf—— And when 
we freak of the Diffenters being tole- 
rated, we mean no other Toleration than 
is contain’d in the Provifo’s of that Law ; 
and how the Doéfor can propofe fo mean 
a Shift, fo weak a Diftinction as this to 
explain himfelf by, I know not how, 
without Machiavel, to reconcile ; I hope, 
he will farther explain his Explanation. 

In the mean time, Ehope, all the reft 
of the Nation knows what they mean 
by Toleration ; and as by the Laws of 
England, even the Synod, the Convoca- 
tion, or the Bifhops can make no Canons 
or Laws, no not binding their own 
Church-men even in Matters Ecclefi- 
aftical, much lefs to bind Lay-men with- 
out the Parliament, fo we doubr not, 
but when thefe Church-men rake upon 
them to deftroy Laws already made, 
and deliver over their Fellow-Subjects, 
over whom they have no Authority, to 
the Devil: They fhall be anfwerable 
to the Parliament, and the Parliament 
will, we hope, fix and declare their own 
Right of taking Cognizance, judging, 
and cenfuring even Clergy-men for their 
Exorbitances ; which, if they have a 
Right to makeLaws, binding the whole 
Church, no Man can deny cthema Right 
of judging the particular Members. 


MiIscELLANEA. 


‘T Have, in a few Words in my laft, 
I mention’d the Oppofition made toa 
Bill depending in the Houfe of Commons, 
for the preferving the Prorerty of the 


Copies of Books to the rightful Owners 


of them ; fince whichI have heard of 

Petitions prefented or to be prefented to 

the Houfe againft them; whatthey may 

fay in particular which are deliyer'd in, 

I take no Notice of here; bur at ee 
: whic 
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which I haye {een the Copy, whether ic 
pein orno, I do por fay, is the mes 
rie Thing of irs Kind, that ever I rook 
Notice of in my Life; and I cannot bue 
recommend it to the Authors or Perfons 
figning, whether Printers or Book-bind- 

yo haften it into the Houfe, and not 
to fail to fet rheir Nasnes to it. 

T fall not prefume to prinr their Pe- 
rition before it be deliver'd, nor fall I 
imitate what I fo much complain of, 
and urn Pyrare upon them—— But if 
they will give me Leave to advife them 
ferioufly, I would have them Jay it by 
alittle, and rather fer their Hands co 
the following Drafc. 

Nor that I would prefume to mend 
the Srile of their Petition, I have more 
Manners than fo ; but whereas I migh- 
tily approve of plain Englifh, and the 
Houle of Commons are not to be talk'd 
to in double and ambiguous Terms, and 
principally becaufe this isthe direct, po- 
fitive, and undoubted Meaning of their 
Petition ;. therefore I recommend to 
them to fpeak honeftly in the Terms 
Following, 


Te the Knights, Citizens, Bargefles, So, 
The Humble Petition of the poor diftre/¥d 


Primers,  Bovkfeikrs,  Book-binders , 
Biewkers, Sc. underwritten. 
Sheweth, 


Hat your Petitioners having for fevzral 
Years laft palt livd ae the hone/t 
Employment of Robbing their Neighbours, by 
pyraiing, re-printing, vending, and, trying 
about every Book they could lay their Hands 
on, printing the fame in moft extraordinary 
bad CharaGers, befe Paper, and little Vo- 
lumes, that your Honours might be accomme- 
datzd with the fame at alittle Price —— And 
that your Petitioners having no Title to any 
Copies of our on, or Aurhorsito. write for 
us, have wraintaie’d our Families, and: by 
this Pluntering of others, gotten foowe Con 
petzace of Money in. sbe World, whereby we 
ee eee 


MDBCCX, 


are kept from and Mifery, and 
charging the feveral Perifbes to which we be~ 
Yong, which,bed we not follow'd this thieving 
Trade, muft have befallen s—_And whereas 
our prefent Gain ss im great Hazard, by the 
pa ies made 0 thie Honourable Houfe by 
funkry Bookfellers, Authors, Sc. in order to get 
a cruel Lam made ta fecure their Preperties 
from m, which if it foall fucceed, upon Pre- 
tence of Support ef ebeir Trade and doing 
uftice, Things, we busebly bope, thie He- 
nowable Hoafe will efteem frivolous, and 
will take uo Notice of ——We fhall be utterly 
feels and undone, beref 
ur Petitioners therefore moft bumbiy pr. 
this Honourable Howe, That wd fics 
¢rue} end barbaroms Law may be pafs’d, 
whereby your poor Petitioners foal! be ute 
done 5 but that.on the caxtrary your Pe- 
titioners may ftill be left at Liberty to 
prey upon the Properties of otbers, and to 
make the Labours of the Learned, as well 
as the Right of fairThaders, their own— 
Without any Refpett or Regard 10 Fue 
Stice, Equity, or the Ruig or Deftru- 
ion of the Comphainers. 
And your Petitioners hall ever pray, €¢. 


This, in fhort, is the genuine Senfe 
and unconftrain'd Conftruction of the 
Petition I {peak of ; and without Hefi- 
tation, I pretend to fay, there can be no 
Petition or Complaint againft this Bill, 
but what may withour Breach of Cha- 
rity bear in Proportion the fame Con- 
ftru@tion. Of which in their Order, 
= ete — : 

ADVERTISEMENT. . 
Tr HE FamousLQZENGES, being eff 

Gtual in aH Scorbutick Cafes; they cafe 
Pains in the Head and Stomach, caufe 2 good 
ete purifie the Blood, and give fpeedy 
Reliefin Rheumatifms, Dropfie, and Gong 
and totally deftroy the very Seed of Worms, 

They cure, Agues and Fevers of all Sorts 
give prefent Eafé in the Cholick, Stone and 
Gravel, cleanfe the Body after hard Drink=— 
ing 5 as .alfo after she Small-Pox, Meailes, 
and Child-tcaring, and are a more general 
Garhartick Medicine than any yet known.d 

Prepar’d ovly by R. Owner, Apothecary, at 
the Pestle and Mortar, in Kult Smithfield, i 


